
From all of us at KidsOut, 
I would like to extend a 
warm welcome to our 
winter 2018 update. In-
side you will find a selec-
tion of news stories about 
the recent work KidsOut 
has done to help Britain’s 
disadvantaged children. 
Additionally there is infor-
mation on events we have 
coming up that you can 
take part in, whether you 
are a business looking to 
give something back to 
the community or an indi-
vidual wanting to devote 
some time to a good 
cause. 

 It has been all 
change here at KidsOut 
over the last few months. 
It was bittersweet to see 
our fantastic Chairman 
Helen Pitcher OBE stand 
down from her role at the 
charity after ten years. 
Helen is fiercely passion-
ate about KidsOut’s mis-

sion and the charity 
would not be where it is 
now without her tireless 
support and contribution. 
Thankfully it is not a com-
plete farewell, as Helen is 
staying with KidsOut as 
our new President, where 
we are sure she will con-
tinue to give her all in 
making sure the charity 
achieves its full potential. 

 But with change 
comes exciting opportuni-
ties for the future. Kid-
sOut is honoured to have 
Sir David Michels serving 
as our new Chairman. Sir 
David is well-known in the 
world of business for his 
many successes in the 
hotel industry. We hope 
you will all join us in wel-
coming Sir David to the 
KidsOut team. 

 Things are look-
ing very different at the 
KidsOut office too. 
Thanks in part to a gener-

ous donation from The 
Cloth Workers’ Founda-
tion we have completely 
refurbished our office in 
Leighton Buzzard. Kid-
sOut is also excited to 
have purchased our very 
own van through the kind 
support of  VINCI Ener-
gies UK. 

 I hope you enjoy 
reading more about our 
work in this newsletter. 

It is time to start getting 
excited for Christmas! 
Here at KidsOut we can-
not wait for this year's 
annual Santa Dash in 
Leighton Buzzard!  

 Organised in col-
laboration with the Leigh-
ton Fun Runners, the Fun 
Run will take place on 
Saturday 1st December 
2018. 
Participants can enter for 

a minimum donation of 
£5, with Santa suits avail-
able to buy for an addi-
tional £5. To register your 
interest, either: 
 
Send an email to 

 info@kidsout.org.uk for 
an entry form. 

 
Call 01525 243215 to 
speak to the fundraising 
team. 

 

Or pop into the KidsOut 
office at 14 Church 
Square, Leighton Buz-
zard, LU7 1AE. 
 
We encourage regis-
tering in advance to 
make things as smooth 
as possible on the day, 
but there will be on the 
day entries available.  

Santa Dash 2018 
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In the last 12 
months: 
 3,188 Toy Boxes 

sent by KidsOut 
to children who 
have escaped do-
mestic violence 

 21,409 disadvan-
taged children 
enjoyed a fun day 
out with KidsOut  

 30,477 disadvan-
taged children 
taken on the Na-
tional Rotary Kid-
sOut Day in 2018 

 18,041 disadvan-
taged children 
given a present 
at Christmas in 
2017 by KidsOut  



KidsOut’s Giving Tree initiative in-
vites firms to ‘Ditch Secret San-
ta’ and buy toys for children in local 
refuge homes instead. Many of the 
recipients are children who have 
escaped domestic violence, being 
forced to flee their homes quickly 
and leave their possessions be-
hind. Without Giving Tree, these 
children may not otherwise receive 
a gift at Christmas. 

 Now in its fifth year nation-
ally, the Giving Tree initiative has 
grown tremendously from 63 com-
panies taking part in 2014, to 371 
companies in 2017. We are aiming 
for as many as possible to take part 
this year to fulfil our aim of every 

child in refuge receiving a present over 
the festive period. 

 Anyone can get involved and 
taking part is simple. To donate so Kid-
sOut can purchase a toy for a disad-
vantaged child, text the 
code KOUT16 followed by a space and 
the amount to 70070. For example, to 
donate £10 you would text the follow-
ing to 70070: KOUT16 £10 

 For more information visit 
http://www.kidsout.org.uk/how-
companies-can-help/giving-tree/ 
 

“This is exactly what I wanted, I cannot 
believe this. I am so happy this is the 
best day of my life!” – a child who re-
ceived a Christmas gift from KidsOut 

the Europa League was won by 
Eversheds. 

 This year an award for 
‘Volunteer of the Year’ was pre-
sented to Jill Johnson, in recogni-
tion of her tireless commitment to 
KidsOut’s work and for organising 
this year’s Colour Dash. 

 KidsOut would like to say a 
huge thank you to the Birmingham 
China Town Lions and the Gala’s 
event committee, as the Question 
of Sport event would not be possi-
ble without their help and sup-
port. In particular, thank you to 
Sara Williams and Rick Smyth, co-
chairs of the committee. The mon-
ey raised at this event will be used 

The Midlands Question of Sport 
Gala Dinner 2018 took place on the 
5th September 2018 and was an-
other great success, raising over 
£51,000. Over 500 people from Mid-
lands based companies joined Kid-
sOut at the Chinese- themed even-
ing full of authentic food, traditional 
live music, and a fearsome dragon. 

 We were thrilled to have 
Donald Trump hosting the event 
(who shares an uncanny resem-
blance to impressionist Mike Os-
man) on an exclusive visit from the 
States, alongside quiz master and 
football giant Kevin Keegan!  

 Topping the Champions 
League was Allied Irish Bank, while 

as vital funds to continue to supply 
Fun Days and Toy Boxes to disad-
vantaged children in the Midlands 
area.  

 The date of the next Kid-
sOut Midlands Question of Sport is 
Thursday 5th September, 2019. 
Keep the date free in your calen-
dars!  
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2018 Midlands Gala Dinner raises over £51,000! 
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Giving Tree is back for 2018! 

“I love the activities because I 
could choose what I could play. I 
can also make new friends” 

One mother said: 

“She had a very good day and 
would love to go again. The staff 
were very kind [and it was] good 
for their health and to bond with 
other children”. 

 We hope all those chil-
dren who attended the camps 
had a super time! 

The children got sporty this sum-
mer at Super Camps, a company 
devoted to providing high quality, 
child-orientated camps, and cours-
es. On offer were an abundance of 
activities, from go-karting, to 
LEGO® workshops, arts, crafts, 
and sports. 

 Through KidsOut,  a total of 
119 sessions were attended by 
children aged 4-12 at fourteen lo-
cations across London. The feed-
back we received was phenome-
nal,  as shown by this response 
from one child attendee: 

Super Summer Camps! 



2018’s annual RetroPlay Movie, 
Gaming, & Comic Festival in Leigh-
ton Buzzard raised an astronomical 
£1,500 for KidsOut. This is the larg-
est amount fundraised for the char-
ity at a local community event! 

 Retroplay 2018 was held on 
Sunday 9th September at Brook-
lands Middle School. The festival 
brings together a broad scope of 
popular culture categories includ-
ing movies, gaming, comics, anime, 
television, gadgets, clothing, and 
toys. 

 This year’s event included 
stalls where visitors could buy mer-
chandise form their favourite sci-fi 
& fantasy franchises and retro 
gaming products like the Nintendo 
64 and the Sega Megadrive. The 
festival even managed to host ex-

clusive guest signings by actors 
from film series such as Harry Pot-
ter, Star Wars, and Batman!   

 KidsOut is proud to have 
been chosen as charity of choice 
for such a fantastic event and 
would like to thank RetroPlay for 
the money raised. This is a su-
perb amount to raise and will 
enable KidsOut to provide even 
more fun activities for local dis-
advantaged children. Many 
thanks to all those involved in 
contributing to the event, wheth-
er they were volunteers who 
gave up their time to bring hap-
piness to children on the day, 
helpers, exhibitors, stall holders 
and of course the stream of visi-
tors who attended. It was truly an 
out of this world experience!  

taking part in a choice of jobs 
which earned them 
“kidZos” (KidZania currency). 
Once they accumulated seventy-
five kidZos, they could open their 
very own bank account, complete 
with a bankcard. 

 One child in attendance 
commented that “This is the best 
fun place!”, while a refuge worker 
said that the children “had the op-
portunity to experience a fun day 
out with their parent, which is not 
something they may have experi-

enced before. Memories forever”. 

 We hope all those children 
who visited KidZania over the sum-
mer had a brilliant time! 

Over July, August, and September 
this year, KidsOut sent a total of 
377 children and 226 adults to Ki-
dZania in London! 

 KidZania is a fun indoor city 
run by kids that acts as a learning 
environment designed for children 
aged four to fourteen. The children 
attending received a four-hour ex-
perience were they were able to 
explore over sixty real-life activities 
and test their skills in a variety of 
professions. The children gained 
an insight into the adult world by 

and networking with some of the 
country’s most important compa-
nies. 

 Funds raised at the KidsOut Ball 
go directly to supporting disadvan-
taged children through 
our Children’s Services. 

 It couldn’t be easier to book 
your table at the KidsOut Winter 
Wonderland Ball, simply visit http://
www.kidsout.org.uk/forms/london-
ball-2/ and reserve your place 
now. Have questions? Contact us 
directly on 01525 385 252 or 
email events@kidsout.org.uk. 

We are proud to announce our first ever 
KidsOut Winter Wonderland Ball on 
Thursday 13th December 2018, at 
The Marriott Hotel Regents Park! 

 The Winter Wonderland Ball is 
bound to be the highlight of the winter 
season while also helping the charity 
raise funds to provide positive experi-
ences through our Festive Fun Days. 
Join KidsOut for a night of first-class 
food, a fabulous fashion show, live mu-
sic, and great money-can’t-buy prizes, 
including signed memorabilia, original 
art, and tickets to some of the hottest 
shows of the year! Don’t miss out on a 
fantastic opportunity for entertainment 

https://www.facebook.com/kidsout/ 

Winter Wonderland Ball 2018! 

RetroPlay raises £1,500 for KidsOut! 

Summer Fun at KidZania! 
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2018 marks the tenth anniversary of KidsOut’s Toy Box service. Started in 
2008, Toy Box delivers a box of brand new toys and games to children 
who have been rehoused due to domestic violence.  Receiving the Toy 
Box can help children regain a sense of normality, make the world seem a 
little kinder, and give them a reason to invite other children over to play.  
We sat down with Sandra Doherty, Head of Children’s Services at Kid-
sOut (pictured left), to find out her thoughts on Toy Box’s success and 
longevity. 
 

Sandra, tell us a bit about your role at KidsOut. What does it mean to be 
“Head of Children’s Services”? 

“As Head of Children’s Services I oversee all the work KidsOut carries 
out in providing relief to disadvantaged children. With my team we coordi-
nate the distribution of toy boxes, the organisation of fun days out, main-
taining our World Stories database, and the planning for our National Ro-
tary KidsOut Day in June every year.” 

Why do you think  Toy Box has been such a success? 

“Everyone can remember receiving a toy as a child and the happiness it 
brought them. I believe this is why individuals and companies are so ea-
ger to support the Toy Box scheme—be it through the donation of money, 
toys, or in-kind support—and why it has grown year on year. In the last 
twelve months alone we have distributed approximately 3,188  toy boxes, 
which is a record for us!” 

What do you hope Toy Box will achieve in the next ten years? 

“I see Toy Box continuing to grow, bringing more fun and happiness to 
disadvantaged children every year. It is such a great service and I am 
constantly humbled to hear the stories of children and mothers being 
overwhelmed with their new box of toys. These little acts of kindness are 
so important in reminding these families that someone cares about them. 
Long live Toy Box!” 

Ten Years of  Toy Box! 

The KidsOut Loyalty Scheme is a direct  way to support some 
of Britain’s most children and is designed to reward regular 
supporters of the charity who sign-up and make donations 
through a monthly direct debit. 

If you would like to find out more and join the Loyalty Scheme 
family please visit the link below. 

http://www.kidsout.org.uk/how-you-can-help/loyalty-scheme/ 

Join Our Loyalty Scheme 

Keep up-to-date with KidsOut! 
To stay up-to-date with KidsOut and find out ways you can get involved, 
visit the following links and be sure to like/follow our social media pag-
es: 

 https://www.facebook.com/kidsout/ 

 https://twitter.com/KidsOut 

 http://www.kidsout.org.uk/kidsout-news/ 

 http://www.kidsout.org.uk/how-you-can-help/ 

 http://www.kidsout.org.uk/how-companies-can-help/ 

“My son didn’t have many 
toys as everything was left 
behind. When he opened the 
box all he kept saying was 
“Oh my god” over and over, 
he was so excited, it brought 
tears to my eyes, I can’t 
thank you enough” - A moth-
er of a toy box recipient  


